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Press release 27 April, 2007
OPEN YOUTH WORK WORKS –

Young people feel safe and non-discriminated in their youth clubs!

The European Confederation of Youth Clubs (ECYC), launched a project entitled Measuring Human Rights in Youth Clubs in August 2006. The idea for the project was first raised in a meeting in Dublin in March 2004, in response to a discussion about improving and increasing the focus on human rights issues amongst young people involved in youth clubs. It had been noticed in many youth clubs around Europe that unfortunately many people don’t actually know what their rights are or where they can go to find them. The Measuring Human Rights in Youth Clubs - project aimed to research and analyse how much young people know and understand about their human rights through a survey called “Human rights temperature”. 
The project gathered together ten member organisations of ECYC out of which five were from countries that are members of the European Union and five were from neighbouring countries of the EU. In each of them, the survey was conducted in ten different youth clubs and ten young people answered the survey in each of them. The ten participating organisations were represented by either a professional or a volunteer youth worker, who acted as country coordinators by recruiting the youth clubs and young people to take part and also by collecting the answers. 
The majority of the young people in all ten countries answered that their youth clubs are open for everyone and places in which discrimination does not exist. The youth clubs were generally considered to be safe places as well. However, the survey showed that in some countries the facilities of the youth clubs are insufficient. 
In some countries, especially in Northern Europe, the majority of the recipients were under the age of 18 whereas in Eastern Europe, the recipients were mainly over 18. The definition of a youth club is very different in the countries involved in the project, as for example, the youth clubs or youth houses in Sweden or Finland are compulsory for every municipality by legislation, whereas in other countries like Armenia and Moldova a youth club means more like a free entity of young people, gathering together for a cause. It is often the case that they don’t have any permanent facilities in which they can meet up. 

The overall results of the international survey can be found at the ECYC website, at www.ecyc.org. 
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